wat 
PS onl 


HRISTIAN ACTIVITY 8 


man Editors: oe 
etaro Miyakoda Published by the Commission on Public Relations Kaname Tsukahara ; 
David Vandyck =e 


of the National Christian Council of Japan 


ee 
3LE CODE : JAPACONCIL, ADDRESS : CHRISTIAN CENTER, 2,4-CHOME GINZA, TOKYO, JAPAN 


eg. ¢ Subscription Rates: Japan ¥700; Foreign (Sea mail) $2.00; (Air mail) $3.50. 


' 

a 

a No. 123 | May 1, 1958 
; : in These Pages 


2 eee eAUGr WePCOMCO ss ces ee cw eh ewes sete e's 
nee MOO LOR TANS! CONCLAVC sc ccu vs ccc ce case ce see ewcens 
I Perey SUUOy GOUCC UNE CY 6. cc ee ee ee eee event's 
NE Gg say cis ep et vce tet sie eee wanenne 
Christian Assembly for PCAC... sees ewes scree ev orerarrees 


FwWWwneH 


WORLD COUNCIL LEADER WELCOMED 


| "The World Council is the servant of churches throughout 

the world", said Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa at a reception in his 

honor held this afternoon at the Christian Center in Tokyo. 

Dr. Kitagawa is Secretary of the World Council's Department 

of Church and Society, with headquarters in Geneva. During 
this month he is scheduled to lead conferences in various i 
soe of Japan. (See ACTIVITY NEWS, Number 122, April 15, ‘ 


Dr. Kitagawa was welcomed by an enthusiastic group of 
more than fifty church leaders, and was officially introduced 
- by Dr. Kiyoshi Hirai, General Secretary of the National Chris- 
po) tlameCouncil. 
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Bogor ka ‘Council of Churches leader gave a stimulating 

3S in which he outlined the history of the ecumenical 

ent since the closing decades of the nineteenth century. 
ced the emergence of the International Missionary Council, 
ve A ee the movements concerned with 'Faith and Order! and 
He told how ecumenical leaders were able to 
tain fellowship between the churches of enemy countries in 
ype during the dark years of World war II, although the 

a Council itself was not officially organizod until the 
rdam Assembly of 1948. 


‘This Council,” Dr. Kitagawa pointed out, “is no mere 
eaucratic structure, but the embodiment of a mighty spir+ 

il movement toward Christian. unity in the world... It is 

ot dominated by the West, nor should it be thought of as an 
rument of the West. It is for the whole world." As he 
ained the organization and purpose of the World Council, 

ss Kitagawa urged that more should be done to acquaint Chris- 
dans an the rest of the world with the life and thought of the 
panese sonurch:. 


oe tn this country, the Japan Episcopal Church and the United 
| oh of Christ are now full members of the World Council of 


ORMED THEOLOGIAN’ CONCLAVE 


x At least seventeen different denominational bodies were 
esented at the second Reformed Theological Conference, 

+h was held in Osaka on April 28-29. The gathering, organized 

“number of missionaries who are "bound together by a mutual 

eciation for the Reformed heritage which stems from John 

vin in. particular", had as its theme "Christian Ethics”. 


Dr. John Wick Bowman, guest professor at International 
stian University, gave two lectures based on the text of 

, Matthew 5:. "The portrait of a Christian", and "Christian 
Octal Ethicst, .The thought of Calvin and other Protestant 
eformers regarding "The Liberty of Man” and "Liberty of 
science" was discussed by Dr. Henry Stob of Grand Rapids, 
chigan. Dr. Stob is Associate Professor: of Ethics and 
ologetics at Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, cur- 
ues lecturing at the Reformed Theological Seminary in Kobe. 


on. the final evening of the conference, Dr. Hidenobu Kuwada, 
dent of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, and Professor of 
Theology at that institution, was the speaker. Dr. 

old of the history of Christian social witness in the 
Church, and of the development--especially in post-war. 
f an adequate ee foundation for social teach~ 


> was.its use of 

oH} ; se yoars ago by five of-the 
ma J ee Gtorian bodies in the United States. The Reverend 
ee hn Hesselink of Fukuoka introduced The Hymnbook in an 

formative paper entitled "The Significance of thé Metrical 
ims in the Hymnody of the Church", Enough copies were 
railable so that everyone was able to use ane Hymnbook in 
wehip sessions at the Conference. 


: Although most of the 57 persons registered at the Con- 

£ rence were missionaries, several Japanese ministers and one 

_ Chinese pastor were in attendance. In addition to men and 
“women of the Reformed tradition, several Methodist, Bpiscopal, 

d Tutheran clergy took part and made a valuable contribution 

50 the discussion. 


Se "The group appreciated the hospitality of the’ Nees Chris- 
Beran | Center, a modern building ope! by Japanese Christian 
ep iaynen of the Satan “area. 


OMMESSION To STUDY CHURCH “UNITY 


‘The National Christian Council has organized a study 
sommission on Church Unity. The commission is to begin its 
ork this month with an investigation of the doctrine of the 
Church according to’ the various historic traditionsof Prote 
_ estantism. At the May meeting, Dr. Yuzuru Mori, principal of 
\ the Theological Seminary of the Japan Episcopal Church will 


ments. 
% The peecon of the fiftoen-member study group is the 

Seay pennd Gosaku Okada , vice-moderator of the United Church of 
Christ. 


WORK GAMPS ; “BTC, 


oF An ecumenical work camp and at least two other summer 
- service projects are being planned for this year by the Youth 
commission of the National Christian Council. 


The ecumenical work camp, open to foreign and Japanese 
young people between the ages of 19 and 30, will be held at 
Okunakayama, in Iwate Prefecture in north Japan. According 
a2) the explanatory brochure, "This community is a focal point 
for an experiment in which Japan Church World Service is work- 
ing | to assist farmers to shift from traditional rice culture 


St solutions to meet conditions of endemic poverty. Work 
s will assist with construction of barns and other build- 
Ste camp will beheld! from July. 15..until. August 15: 


ead a paper on the Anglican view of the Church and the Sacra- — 


field crop patterns of farming. This seems to be one of the. 
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- A camp for high school students is planned for the village 
of Hakkoda-san, in Aomori Prefecture, to run from July 24 - 
August ERIE a this frontier village "repatriates are attempting 
© develop life anew. Last year work campers helped to’bring 
electric power into the community for the first time. The 
“project this year will be to develop facilities to bring water 
“into the community. Japanese language will be used", 

e Also for Japanese-speaking young people, a students-in- 
“industry project will be held in Osaka from about July 18 until 
‘August 18. In this project students will hold regular factory 
“jots...Through discussions with-labor, management and community 
leaders, members will examine the relevance of Christian faith 
to economic life..." 


a Inquiries about summer service projects should be sent to 
’ Delmar Wedel, National Committee YMCA, 2, l-chome, Nish Kanda, 
— Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan. 


| _ CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY FOR PEACE 


a An "International Assembly of Christians concerned for 
» Peace” is being planned for Thursday, August 14, in Tokyo. 


7 A special committee of laymen and clergy headed by Dr. 
' Toyohiko Kagawa hope to include people from the following 
_ categories in the one-day conclave: 


: --world Christian Education Convention delegates from 
~ abroad having a special concern for the problems of world peace. 


; --Christians from overseas coming to Japan this summer to 
| take part in the Fourth International Convention for the Banning 
| of the Hydrogen Bomb. 


| 2a ~-Intorested leaders from various churches and Christian 
ee ations within Japan. 


i A preliminary statement issued by Dr. Kagawa's committee 
suggests the following basis for participation in this gather- 
ing: An acknowledgement that Christ is Lord over history and 
over the entire world, and the belief that it is imperative 
for Christians to speak and act responsibly as members of 

' Christ's family. The committee made reference to the Evanston 

_ Assembly of 1954, and to more recent utterances of the central 

Bra: of the World Council of Cae regarding disarma- 

— ment and AS peace. 
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Pees: ae who come together on huenst 14 will 
od amet sk attention to the following: 


oS eaehe to eliminate nuclear weapons testing, to reduce 
aments and to ease international tension. 


iechic | National Christian Council akira: Tokutaro 
amura, a former member of the Diet and one-time minister of 

nee; Dr. Toyohiko Hori, Tokyo University professor; Re a 

le Tanegawa, professor at Waseda University; Miss Gerturude 

chlich, United Church-related missionary; and the Reverend ae 
ame Tsukahara of the National-Christian Council staff. = 
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